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PROTESTANTS, 


To Promote 
REL1IGlON and TRADE, Oc, 


” I S no ſmall unhappineſs that the Chriſtian World 
is ſo much deform'd and weaken'd by its un- 
charitable (and therefore unchriſtian) diviſions 
and animoſities, moſt men being more hot for 

the ſentiments of their own Party, than for the common 
Principles of Chriſtianity wherein we are all agreed and 
beſtowing that Zeal upon the former, which is due only to 
the latter; which ſad conſideration would pur a ſtop to this 
truly Chriſtian propoſal, did | not hope, that ſome ( thol 
fear but few ) had rather beſtow their time and labour upon 
ſuch a Paper as this, than on the uſeleſs ( or worſe ) Fam- 
phlets wherewith our age abounds: The poor and low de- 
ſigns of. which, do make wiſe men ſuſpect almoſt every thing 
they read ; therefore 1 do ( to obviate ſuch Objections) al- 
ſure you,that I ſhall (by God's aſſiſtance)as fully praQtice the 
following direCtions, as I defire my Reader ſhould. 

My humble Requeſt is this, That you would, accordins 
to your ſeveral abilities, as good Stewards of the manifold 
Bleflings of God, contribute to the neceſſities of the Church 
and Poor, for the Glory of God, and the Good of the Souls 
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and Bodies of thoſe, whoſe ſad conditions call for your 
ſpeedy help. 

That I may promote ſo good a work, I ſhall 

1. Lay before you ſome Conſiderations to perſwade you 
hereunto. 

2. Preſent you with ſome fit objects of your Charity, or 
direCt you where to beſtow it. 

| ſhall be very brief in the firſt of theſe, becauſe the Re- 
verend Dr. Barrcw, in his Sermon of The Duty and Reward 
of Bounty to the Poor , hath handled this Subject very fully, 
which 1 defire you- ſeriouſly to peruſe ; and only at preſent 
conſider, 

1. That your ſelves, and al] you have, .are God's, and 
muſt be uſed accordingly. No created Leing can cal! him- 
ſelf, or any thing he poſlelſeth, his own, by original and 
abſolute propriety: For as God is the firſt Cauſe, fo is he the 
laſt end of all his creatures. Of him, and througl him, and 
(therefere) to him-are all things,Rom. 11.36. *Tis true,the worſt 
- men have, under God, a right to their Eſtates, God gave 

oO Jebu and his Sons for four Generations a Tight ro the 
Throne of I/rael, 2 Kings 10. 30, and to aflert the contrary, 
viz. That wicked men are Uſurpers of all they enjoy, is 
deſtructive of Juſtice and Charity, and would be to difſolve 
all Civil Societies, and turn the World into a Chaos: But yet 
you muſt remember, that you are Stewards, not Lords cf 
all you have; you muſt not therefore diſpoſe of your. Ma- 
ſter's Goods at your own pleaſure, but uſe them according 
to his directions. 'T'o do otherwiſe, is to be guilty of Acheiſm, 
Idolatry, and Injuſtice, by denying the Soveraign Lord of 
the World, and worſhipping that grand Idol finful-ſelf; by 
robbing God of what is his by right of Creation and P;ovi- 
dence, and beſtowing it upon his greateſt Enemies, O! that 
you had the ſame apprehenſions of theſe things now, which 
you Will have when you muſt give account of your Steward- 
ſhip, of all the talents your Lord hath committed to your 
truſt ! Pray bear with my plainneſs; Do you believe-there 
will be a day of reckoning, or no? If not, do Chriſtianity 
the right to renounce it; but if you believe, as you profels 
to do, 1 humbly beg that you would take care that your 
Faith 
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Faith be not dead. Think it not enough, with thoſe here- 
tical and pretended Chriſtians St. James ſpeaks of, to fay, 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed, be ze filld, James 2. 16. bur 
practice that Religion he deicribes, c5. 1. 27. Pure Religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father,is thii,to viſit the father- 
leſs and widow in their affliction, leſt you be the perſons to 
whom. he ſpeaketh, Chap. 5. 1, 24 3- Go to now ye rich men, 
weep and howl, fer your miſeries which ſhall come upon you, KC. 
Had | not found ſuch expreſſions in the Word of Ged, | 
durſt hardly have preſum'd to write them. I pray there- 
fore look on them as the Word of that God who is no re- 
{peter of perſons; before whom, ere long, rich and poor 
muſt ſtand on even ground, 

This firſt conſideration will not only diſcover your indiſpen- 
ſable obligation to, but alſo be of very great nſe to direct 
what proportion of your Eſtates cught to be employed 1n 
acts of Charity: For it attords this general rule, That you 
muſt beſtow ſo much of your Eſtates upon your ſelves and 
Families, as may fit you to do the work of your Soveraign 
Lord in your reſpective places; and employ the reſt for the 
good of the Souls and Bodies of your fellow-ſubjzefts. You 
have all from God, and mult uſe all tor him. J/hether ye ear 
or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the gl:ry of God, The 
knowledg of the End, will mightily direCft you how to ufe the 
Means. But alas! How few are guided by this Rule in our 
degenerate Age? O that 1 could perſwade you as faithful 
Stewards, to take a ſtrict -account how you diſpoſe of your 
Maſter's Goods; and then let Conſcience, directed by your 
Lord's Will and Commands, tell you, whether ſo much 
ſpent in delicious fare, was to pleaſe an inordinate appetite, 
or to fit you for your Duty ; whether ſo much laid out for 
fine Cloaths, rich Furniture, &c. nay, fo much laid ap for 
Childrens Portions, might not (at leaſt a conſiderable part 
of it) have beenemployed more to the Glory of God, had 
it been diipoſed of according to the following Directions ? 
Think before you ſpeak, when you fay you have nothing for 
charitable uſes ; This concerns not only thoſe who have 
Thouſands or Hundreds per Annum, brit men of meaner for- 
tunes: thoſe that labour for their livelihood not accepted, 
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Epheſ. 4. 28. Let bims that ftole, fteal no more ; but rather let 
him labour, working with his own hands that thing that is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth. 

2. Pray conſider what God hath done for you, and you 
will find, that not only Juſtice, but Love and Gratitude oblige 
you to this Duty. He hath given you Souls which by his 
Grace are capable of Eternal happineſs 3 and Bodies fit for 
thoſe Souls toaRt in; And (which is more than your very 
beings ) he hath given his Son to be a propiriation for your 
ſins. What hath God done for yon in making you Men and 
Chriſtians ? And I hope you look upon thoſe Riches and 
Honours you ſo much value, to be the Gifts of God. And 
can you once imagine, that he hath given you more wages 
than others, that you may do leſs work? Our Lord, who 
ſpake as never Man did, affirms the contrary, Luke 12. 48. 
For unto whomſoever much is given, of bim ſhall be much re- 
quired ; and to whom men have committed much, of him will 
they ask the more, The conſideration of God's Infinite good- 
neſs in himſelf, and his unſpeakable bounty to you, ſhould 
inflame your hearts with love to him. A Love, nct in word 
only, but in deed and truth; a love that expreſleth it ſelf by 
obedience to all his Commands, particularly that of loving 
your Neighbours as your ſelves: without which, the mot 
ſplendid profeſſion of Religion, and higheſt pretentions to 
Devotion, will not argue your love to God. 1 John 4. 10. 
He that loweth not his brother whom he hath ſeen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not ſeen? 1 John 3.17. But whoſo hath 
#bis worlds goods, and ſeeth bis brother have need, and ſhutteth 
bis bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the lave of God 
in him ? 

3. As your obligations to this duty are many and great, ſo 
the rewards aſlign'd to itare unſpeakable, both in this World 
and that which is to come. The preſent pleaſure of doing 
good , is it ſelf a great reward ; but very incorſiderable, if 
compar'd to that now promiſed, but to be enjoyed hereafter, 
Thoſe who recerve a prophet in the name of a prophet, ſhall re- 
ceive a prophets reward, Matt. 10.41. Thi, is to make friends 
of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that when ye fall, they may 
receive y0u into everlaſting babitations, Luke 16, g, To pro- 
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wide your ſelves bags which wax not old, a treaſure in heaven 
that faileth not, where no "thief approacheth, neither moth cor« 
rupteth, Chap. 12. v. 33. You cannot bur think this pre fi- 
table Uſury, if you dare take the Word of God for your Se- 
curity 3 which that you may the better do, he will give you 
part of your reward in hand. FHehath promiſed, that He 
that giveth to the poor ſhall not lack, Prov. 28.27. Honour 
the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with he firſt fruits of thy in- 
creaſe; ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy preſſes 
ſhall burſt out with new wine,” Prov. 3. y, i@. There # that 
ſcat:ereth, and yet increaſeth, Ch. 11. V. 24. Caff thy bread 
upon the waters, fer thou ſhalt find it aſter many days,Ecclel. 11.1. 
You ſhall certainly have theſe temporal good things, if good 
for you; And who wonld defire them on other terms? Or 
(to compenſate the forbearance) a far mere exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, reſerved im beaven for you. And I 
think, that for one ſingle inſtance of any that have ruin'd 
themſelres (as *tis falſly calld) by their real Charity, a 
thouſand might be given of thoſe who have ſpent all in rio- 
tous living. This will obviare that common Objettion, 
What ! would you not have us- provide for Age or Sickneſs? 
Is it not our duty to take care of our Families ? No doubt 
of it. Yet 'tis as ſure, you muſt not lay up that, which, by 
the Rules of Juſtice or Charity, is another's right. Pray con- 
ſider, whether a little with God's Bleſſing, is not to be pre- 
fer'd to the largeſt Eſtate got or kept by injuſtice or uncha- 
ritableneſs. Shall the Word of God determine the contro- 
verſy ? Pſal. 37. 16. A little that @ righteous man hath, s bet- 
ter than the riches of many wicked. *Tis true, even wicked 
Children ſhould be provided with food and raiment; or at 
leaſt, put into a condition to do ſo themſelves by their honeſt 
labour. But where you have ſtrong probabilities, that what 
you give them more, will not be well imployed, you ought 
( if not diſinabled by Law, or in ſome ſuch Caſe ) to beſtow 
it otherwile. 

4. To perſwade you to this duty, conſider what excellent 
patterns you have to imitate. God doth good- to all, even 
to the unjuſt. Be ye therefore perfett, as your heavenly father 
us perfetf., Conſider alſo the Apoſtle and High-prieſt of our pro- 
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ſeſſion, who became poor that he might make many rich. Who went 

ebout doing good to the Souls and Bodies of men. Which blefled 

pattern the Primitive Chriſtians did fairly imitate. Be ye 

Acts9 36, 1c. therefore followers of them, as they were of Chriſt. Dorcas Was 
2. full of good works and alms-deeds which ſhe did. Cornelius 

pave much Alms to the people. St. Pau! wrought with his 

own hands, rather than by taking a lawful maintenance, to 

give the leaſt occaſion to his weak hearers, or malicious ad- 

verſaries, to ſay, that he Peach'd fora livelikood. But why 

do 1 ſpeak of particular perſons? When all that believed 

Acts 2. 44,45- were together, and had all things common : And fold their 
polleſſions and goods, and parted them to all men as every 

man had need. And tho the community of goods did not 

continue long in the Church; yet for ſome Ages after, their 

Dr. Horneck's Charity did far exceed ours in theſe later times.The Preſidents 
Letters,P.492- and Paſtors of the Primitive Church were known by no other 
Charatter but that of Ofſiciouſne/s and Charity; nor ba#their Shep- 

herds any other mark ty be diſtmguiſhed by, but their willingneſs 

to advance the good of the Sheep, and ther readmeſs unto emery 

good word and work. wind mdeed, {o were the Chriſtians in ge- 

neral known by their mutual love and kind offices. Thoſe of the 

higheſt deſcent were the forwardeſ# to aſſiſt the calamitors in ther 

* need ; for Religion had mortified in them all punt&1ilio's of Honour 

and State, and made them remember,that in Chriſt they were all 

equal, The Primitive Chriſtians did ſo univerſally obey their 

Lord's command of loving one ancther, that the Heathens 

Fer. Ap. C. 39. would uſually ſay, Sce how theſe Chriſtians love one another | 
gia But their Charity was not contin'd to theit fellow-Chriſtians 
( much leſs to any one Sect or Party) for they thought no 

pains or coſt too great, that they might convert their very 

enemies. Pamphl:es beſtowed B1blcs upon tboſe who were willing to 

real them. No (mall charge in thoſe days, when they had 

Theod. Hiſt. not the convemiency of Printing. Sr. Chriſoltom maintain'd 
Eccl. 1.5. c.29. a conſiderable company of men on purpoſe to Catechize and inſtrutt 
the Heathens in the Principles of Chriſtianity. Neither were 

they unmindful of mens temporal wants and miſeries. Na- 

—_ 7" P- zianzen acquaints us, That bx Father did not only beſtow the 
_ {arpluſage of his eſtate upon the poor, but even part of what he 
had reſerved to ſupply his own neceſſities. And that he had 
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often heard his Mother ſay, That if i wie lawful, ſhe could 
willingly bawe {old ber ſelf an1 Children, and b:ftewed the price 
rpon the poor. One made this ſhore Will : I 4! that all my 
Goods be o:7ven tothe pror, But alas! in our days, Ten or 
"I wentv pou ,nd, when a Man dieth Worth 'I houſands, is 
thought enough. Who would think that they and we pro- 
feſs the ſame Religinn? Yet there are ſome ( tho bur ſerv 
amongſt us, whoſe extraordinary Charity may excite us to 
this dury : Coed Wye of whom you have in Vir. Goupe's 
Sareſt and S, ateſt w.ry of Thriving. Jo which we may add 
the Reverend Author limfelf, an account of whoſe great 
Charity we have in a *ermon Preach d at his Funeral by the 
Reverend Dr. 7://::/:z, r60 large to tranſcribe, tho | may 
"m occaſion to cite parc of it herealter. 

har now rem3ineth, bur that vou ſpeedily practice this 
Ms duty to which you are ſo much obliged in Jultice and 
Gratitude ; and encouraged by ſuch excellent Promiſes and 
Examples ? which if you are reſfolv'd to do, I ſhall in the fe- 


cond place humbly preſent you with ſome real objects ot, 


hariry, ordire& you how to beſtow what God ſhall pur in- 
to your hearrs to give. 

Charity reſpects either the Bodies or the Souls of men. 
Thoſe whole bodily neceſſities call for your charity, are ei- 
cher ſuch who by reaſon of Ape, Sickneſs, or the |l.ke, are 
umble to provide for themſeives and Families by ſome ho- 
neſt imploy : Or ſuch, who tho they are able to work, yet 
having either no imployment, or not wherewith to manage 
their lawful Callings, areno leſs unable than the former to 
FI themſelves from begging or ſtarving. 

. I humbly preſent you with the former fort, Whoſe preſ- 
nd neceſſities call for your {yeedy relief; raya es. lerein 
holy Job, who deliyered th be poo that cried; tt the fatherieſs, and 
him that had none to belp kim. The bleſſing of hum that was 


ready to p: ruſh | ſays that gocd Man) came upon me : and 1” 


cauſed the widows heart to ſing for joy, I was eyes to the blind, 
and feet to th: lame; Iwas a father to the poor, and tue cauſe 
which I knew not, [ ſearched out. But amongll thele, they are 
firit to be relieved who are hLonelt and godly. As » e bawe 
*berefore opportunity, let res dg good to all men, eſpecially unto 
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them who are of the houſhold of faith. And here I cannot but 
obſerve the imprudence of too many , who do more fre- 
quently relieve idle and wandering Beggers, than honeſt 
poor Houſekeepers in their own Pariſh or Neighbourhood ; 
ſome of whom rather chuſe to ſtarve than beg. I do not ad- 
viſe you to deny the former, but only put you in mind of 
the latter, whoſe modeſty permits them not to ſpeak for 
themſelves. I have only this to add, 'That you would make 
advantage of this yowr Charity to the Bodies of Men, for 
the good of their Souls, by giving them good Inſtructions, 
or ſome good Book ſuitable to their Condition, This was 
the PraCtice of the Reverend Mr. Gouge , In this (1. e. Pious 
Charity) he left behind bim all that ever I knew; and as I ſaid 
before, had a ſingular Sagacity and Prudence in deviſing the moſt 
effettual ways of doing good, and managing his Charity to the 
beſt purpoſes, and to the greateſt extent ; always, if it were poſ- 
fible, making it ſerve ſome end of Piety and Religion; as he 
mſtrutting poor Children in the Principles of Religion, and fur- 
niſhing grown Perſons that were ignorant, with the Bible and other 
good Books. In his occaſional Alms to the Poor, in which be was 
very free and bountiful, the relief he gave them was always min=- 
gled with good Counſel, and as great a tenderneſs and compaſſion 
ro their Souls as Bodies. 

2, Others there are who are able to work; and to imploy 
theſe is as charitable an Action, as to relieve the former : to 
which end I ſhall preſent you with my L. C. ]. Hales Diſ- 
courſe touching Proviſion for the Poor ; Wherein you have an 
account, 1/4, of the Proviſions already fetled by Law. 24, 
The Defects in Relation to thoſe Laws or Proviſions, and 
the Conſequences thereof, 3. You have a moſt excellent 
deſign to ſupply thoſe Defects, and remedy thoſe Inconveni- 
ences; that is, by erefting Work-houſes tor the common 
Uſe of the reſpective Pariſhes, who ſhall joyn together in ſo 
noble and profitable a Deſign (to themſelves, as well as to 
the poor). See the advantages of ſuch a Deſign, and all Obje- 
Qions-an{wered in the ſaid Bock, 

Many poor People might allo be imploy'd in the Fiſhing- 
trade at Sea, Sir Fohn Barrow computeth, that by ereCting 
only 2509 Buſſes for the Herring Fiſhing (which is not a fixth 
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þ Part of what the induſtrions Hollanders imploy yearly) either 
” at the publick charge, or by private adventurers thereto au- 
thorized, there would be found imployment for 2 00c0 Mariners 
and Fiſhers at Sea, and as many Tradeſmen and Labourers at 
Land ; tho whether this be (o practicable as the L. C. ]. Hale's 
deſign,l leave to the conſideration of thoſe worthy Gentlemen who 
ſtudy to promote the good of the Publick: To whom I propoſe 
this further queſtion, Whether ſome of our Commons, Heaths, 
Cc. which are not reſerved for his Majeſties pleaſure of Hunt- 
ing, and ſuch like uſes, and are of little or no advantage either 
to the Publick, or to private perſons 3 might not be cultivated 
and improv'd to promote the aforeſaid deſign of building Work- 
houſes? eſpecially if all thoſe, who by Law or Cuſtom claim 
any priviledg or propriety in them, had reaſonable allowances 
for their ſaid rights and properties : and the Land fo improy'd 
were only or chiefly for the uſe of the adjatent Pariſhes. 

And tho my Ld. Hale's deſign, or others of a like nature, 
would perhaps be moſt effeftually done by an ACt of Parlia- 
ment, yet in the mean time much might be done by particular 
perſons or Pariſhes (the Laws now in force favouring it) if men 
were cither charitable to others, or provident for themſelves. 

But becauſe great Bodies move ſlowly, 1 ſhall preſent you 
with nothing further under this head, but what is in the power 
of every private perſon to accompliſh: Which is to ſet poor 
Boys Apprentices to ſome honeſt Trade under a religious Ma- 
ſter. Or to ſet poor men to work in a private way. Thus did 
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Mr. Govge ; Where you have not only a worthy pattern to imi- Ibid, p, 63, 


tate, but the Reverend Doctor's Argument to perſwade you to 
this Duty : And therefore [| hope it will not be thought imperti- 
nent (tho large) to tranſcribe. As for the other ſort of poor who 
were ab!e to work for their living,be ſet them to work upon his own 
charges, buying Flax and Hemp for them to Spin. And as this 
was a wiſe and well choſen way of Charity, and in the good effett of 
it a much greater Charity, than if be had given thoſe wery perſons 
freely, and for nothing, as much as they earn'd by their work ;, be- 
cauſe by this means he took many off from begging, and thereby re- 
ſeued them at once from two of the moſt dangerous temptations of this 
World, Idleneſs and Poverty; and by degrees inclin'd them to a wire 
tuous and induſtrious ceurſe of Life,. which enabled them afterwards 
io 
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to live without being beholden to the Charity of others. If ſome 
yearly Rents were given to this purpoſe, thoſe with whom the 
Money is intruſted giving ſecurity to repay it, the Stock would 
in time increaſe to purchaſe more Land for the ſame uſe, 

Ve come now to the ſecond and more excellent ſort of Cha- 
rity, which reſpects the Souls of Men. 

That you may diſcharge this part of the Duty of Charity 
which reſpects the Souls of Men, 

1. | humbly intreat you to uſe your utmoſt endeavours to- 
wards the Converſion of the Jews, Tyrks and Heathens, who 
poſſeſs ſo great a part of the World. It would be a noble 
work to erect a College to fit men for this work, by learning 
the Language, Cuſtoms, and Religion of the Countries to which 
they are deſigned, which would not be fo difficult as an un- 
willing mind may ſuggeſt, eſpecially of thoſe Countries where- 
in Chriſtians have Factories or Plantations. Yea, if it were 
harder than really itis, Should not zeal to promote the Goſpel, 

.- » £2. make two or three years ſpent in ſuch ſtudies as pleaſant and 
delightful, as ſo much ſpent ro acquaint our ſelves with the opi- 
nions and conjectures of Philoſophers? And for the Charges 
( where the greateſt difficulty lieth ) that would be more or leſs, 
according to the number of the men contributing, and imploy'd, 
And perhaps the ſervice they might do them by being Interpre- 
ters to Embaſladors , would quit the coſt of their education 

Hiſt. O:0. Em, and maintenance; the want whereof Sir Parr Ricanut complain- 
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Till this be done, I do, with the greateſt ſubmſſion and ear- 
neſtneſs, intreat Chriſtian Princes, Noblemen, Merchants and 
others, to imploy ſome of the Students in the Colleges already 
erected, inthis great deſign. The only difhculty that remain+ 
eth, is that of acceſs to the Princes and Magiſtrates of thoſe 
Countries; Which probably might be obrained, it Chriſtian 
Princes and States w-uld make uſe of their intereſt to that end ; 
at lea(t they might be will.;.g to bear what our Religion is, and 
the Reaſons wi: have for it. O that Chriſtians would ſtudy to 
promote Pexce amongit themſelves, that they might unani- 
mouſly -:1v2nce che Kingdom of Jelus Chriſt ! The expence of 
one M::nihs War this implcy'd, would render a Prince truly 
great arid renowned to Poſteiity. Were | condemn'd to dve by 
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your juſt and equal Laws, and now lay at your feet bepging for 
Life, I think I could not do it with more alfeftion and vehe- 
mency than now [ do for the miſerable uncalled World ; whoſe 
caſe would not need an Advocate, might it but be admitted 
into your Royal thoughts. 

However private men muſt not negleCt their Duty; and 
much may be done by them, eſpecially Merchants; they might 
ſend ſuch Chaplains and Factors into their Fattories and Plan- 
cations, that would make it their buſineſs to promote the Goſpel, 
without negleCting the Affairs of thoſe that ſend them : They 
might alſo get ſome ſuitable Books tranſlated into their Lan- 
guage Whoſe Converſion they endeavour. A cheap way of 
Preaching ! 

'Tis true, the Turks, eſpecially thoſe in Aſia minor, have 
barbarouſly put thoſe to deati who have attempted to convert 
one of their SeCt to Chriſtianity ; holding a kind of an implicit 
Faith, or that they muſt not examine the Reaſons of their Re- 
ligion. Yet the es and Heathens (and Turks in ſome places) 
are not ſo ſevere ; and perhaps others might eaſily be convinced 
of the abſurdity of that Opinion, "That men ought not to que- 
ſtion the Religion they are of, Beſides, Sir Pau! Ricaut, and 
other late Writers tel] us, "That the Zurks of late ( eſpecially 
thoſe called the Haietti, and Chupmeſſahi, who maintain thar 
Chrif is God and Redeemer of the World, the young Scholars 
in the Grand Signiors Court are generally devoted to this te- 
nent, and great numbers in Conſtantinople, as alſo the Eſchrak;, 
whoſe notions of the Trinity and Paradiſe ( contrary to the 
vulgar opinion of the Turks ) much reſemble the Chriſtian Do- 
ftrine ) are more inclinable to Chriſtianity than formerly. And 
[ know no reaſon why the Zews ſhould be ſo much negleRed by 
us, as tho we utterly deſpair'd of their converſion. God hath 
no where told us that a Fez ſhall not be converted and fav'd ; 
and experience ſhows us the contrary in theſe later days: And 
ſince they have reaſonable Souls, and God hath appointed 
means equally to be uſed for the converſion of all men ; Why 
ſhould we negleCt to uſe thoſe means in order to their good ? 
Nay, although they are much prejudiced againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, yet upon ſome accounts there is more hope of them 
than others; for they own the ſame God we worſhip ; and ac- 
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knowledg the O14 Teftament to be his Word ; beſides, ſome of 
them living in Eng/and and other reformed Churches, and un- 
derſtanding the Languages of thoſe Countries they inhabit, 
thoſe who by Conference, Preaching, or Writing endeavour 
their Converſion, need not give themſelres the trouble to learn. 
any Language to that end. 

And I think there is more ground for hopes of ſucceſs 
amoneſt the Heathens, than eicher of the former, they being leſs 
prejudiced againſt Chriſtianity, and having not ſin'd againſt the 
light of the Goſpel; "Thouſands of them in this Age having not 
ſo much as heard of Jeſus Chriſt. The Jeſuits have found al! 
this to be true in China, if we may give credit to their Letters 
and Hiſtories, whoſe induſtry may jſtly ſhame us. Under this 
Head | ſhall put you in mind of the Blacks who are Slaves in 
the American Plantations, whoſe ſad condition 1s repreſented 
by Mr. Goodwin in a Treatiſe on this ſubjeCt. 

2. | humbly preſent you with your fellow Chriſtians in the 
Eaſtern Churches, as another object of your Charity to the 
Souls of men, who being oppreſſed by Tyranny and Poverty, 
and wanting the advantage of Printing to ſupply them with 
Bivles and other Books, are generally very ignorant; yet not 
ſo degenerate in Dottrine or Manners as ſome repreſent them; 
For the firſt, Mr. Pagitt, in his Chritianrgraphy, hath largely 
prov'd that they agree with us. And for their Manners, I can- 
not imagine what but true Piety ſhould keep many of them fo 
firm to their Religion, under the many temptations by fear of 
puniſhmentand hope of preferment, wherewith they are dayly 
aſſaulted. 


Now my humble requeſt on their beh:1f is : 

I. That you would furniſh chem with 8-b/es and other good 
Books, ſuch as a good Expoſition of the Creed, Lord's Prayer, 
and Commandments, not inedling (eſpecially at firſt) with their 
Opinions or Ceremonies wherein they d:ffer from vs. 

2. That you would be at the charges to educate ſome of 
their yourhs in our U*tverſirzes till they be fi. for the Miniſtry, 
and then ſend them home , not regarGing ſo much to make 
them of our mind in leſſer matters. 5s to iurmiſh them ( by 
Gad's aſſiſtance) with chat Learning and Piety which may 
make 
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make them more ſerviceable in their own Country. Shall not 
we be at as much pains and charges to promote the knowledg 
of the Eſſentials of Religion amongft them, as they of the 
Church of Rome have-always been ? Eſpecially conſidering the 
advantage we may hope to have of them herein? For the Gre- 
cians, Kuſſians, &c. are fo far prejudic'd againſt the Jeſuits, that 
they ſuſpect cheir only deſign is, to advance and enrich them- 
ſelves by prolciiting them to their Party ; a famous inſtance 


whereof, we have in A Lricf diſcription of the whole World, by the p, co 


Arch-biſhop of Canterbury ; a very pleaſant as well as uſcful 
ſtory. 

The like hath happen'd in other Countries both Pagan and 
Chriſtian ; but I muſt forbear to cite them. If then we have 
greater hopes of ſucceſs than the Jeſuits, Why ſhould we be 
outdone by them ? 

2. I humbly preſent to your conſideration the lamentable 
and threatning breaches and diviſions of the Proteſtant Church- 
es, whereby Love ( the character of Chriſt's Diſciples ) is de- 
ſtroy'd, our ſelves weaken'd, and nthers prejudiced againſt 
our Religion. What Pity is it, that the few and inconſiderable 
differences amongſt us ſhouild produce theſe and many ſuch mi- 
ſerable effects? Why cannot Lutberans and Calvinits, Con- 
formiſts and Nonconformiits, love as Brethren? Why ſhould 
we not mourn and rejoyce together, rather than bite and de- 
vour one another ? 

I pray read the Proteſtant Reconciler, and Mr. Baxter's True 
and On.y way of Concord, to this purpoſe; Books, in my opinion, 
of great value, whatever Paſſion or Intereſt may ſay to the con- 
trary. 

*Tis much to be defired,th-1t the Proteſtarir Princes would call 
a Council out of all Proteſtan: '.hurches to his 2nd : The want 
whereof was thought to give th. firſt ſtop to tke progreſs of the 
Reformation. 

The foregoing ::ſtances of Charity to the Souls of men ; 
chiefly concern Princes, or men of conſiderable Power and 
Eſtates. - What I ſhall further offer, will equally reſpet all, ex- 
cept thoſe who ſtand in 2c2d of Char:iy themſelves. 

4+ learneſtly entreat you to do your vimoſt topromote and 


maintain Religion in your own Families ; this all men wchourt 
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exception may do if they will. In vain do you expect to ſee 
Religion proſper in the Cavrca or Kingdom, fo long as parti- 
cular Families are proyhine and ungodly, With what face 
can they ſpeak of *11- -u!rs of their Governors in Church or 
State, who neglect :> Govern their own Families in the fear of 
God? ls it becau's the. ob" gacions and advantages are greater 
than yours? No: :zut beciuic you can ſooner behold the mote 
that is in your broclier's cyC, than perceive the beam that is in 
your own eye. 

5. I defire you Cw 11 yer lieth) to promote a zealous, 
peaceable and jvdict-..: miſtry, How many Souls may be 
converted by one ſock ! Ana what way can you think of to 
lay our your Money i greater advantage ? If you have a Son 
qualified with Wir, Picty, anc. 2 zealous deſire to ſerve God in 
the Miniſtry ; 1 know not Few vou can do better, than give 
him that education which is n-<+:ilary to fit him for that ſacred 
FunCtion: If you have non* of 7417 own, chuſe others ſo qua- 
lined. 

[f you have Preſentations, prent the beſt you can procure. 
And where there are able Miniſters, who have not a ſufficient 
maintenance, do them and the people the kindneſs to aug- 
ment it. He that recerveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, 
ſhall receive a prophets reward. 

E. Let me adviſe you to ſettle Engliſh Schools, where poor 
Children may be taught to read the Z1b/e, and learn their Cate- 
chiſm , this is double Charity, tothe Body and Soul. Mr. Gorge 
educated every year Eight hundred, ſometimes a "Thouſand 
poor Children in Wales. The meaner fort ( thoſe that labour 
for their own livelihood not excepted ) are able to diſcharge 
this ſo great an act of Charity; for in the Countries, where 
there is moſt need, you may hire ſome honeſt poor Man to 
reach Children to read the Scriptures, and inſtruct them in the 
Princip.cs of Religion, for Ten or I 'welve pounds per Annum ; 
or if you are not able todo ſo much, you may pay for the 
Schooling cf as many as you are able. I take this ro be the 
greateſt act of Charity the meaner fort are capable of; and I 
beſeech you do not wrong your own and others Souls, by ſay- 
ing you are unable, when the trath is you are only unwilling. 
How miſerably do you underyalue Souuls, and the price that 
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was paid to redeem them, when you ſay yon have no Money 


for theſe, and yet have enough for lets neceſſary uſes? aſſure 
your telves that it is your duty to labour with your own hands, 


that you may have wherewith to ſupply the neceſlicies of 


others. "7 
*J'is much to be defired, that Miniſters and Schoolmaſters 


would ſpend more time in Catechizing, and Inſtratting the ig- 
norant in the Principles of Religion, I take this to be as much 
their duty 45 Preaching, or Teachirg; and am ſure that the 
neglect of ir is one great caule of the peoples not profiting by 
the Sermons they hear. None can deny that this was a conſi- 
derable part of the pubiick worſhip of the Pr:mitive Chriſtians. 
Why then is it ſo generally negleCted in our days ? Is it becauſe 
Preaching is a part of the Miniſterial Office, but Catechizing 
none ? Our adverſaries I fear will ſay, *tis becauſe this is not fo 
faſhionable or geintul a part. 

And why fl uid Schov)malters negleCt it ? Is it becauſe they 
think it more neceſſary ro inſtruct their Scholars in rhe Rudi- 
ments of Grammar and Rhetorick, than in thoſe things that 
concern their everlaiting happineſs ? 

Bur if both omit it, methinks Parents ſhould not, whoſe 
obligations and advantag*s are greater than either of the for- 
mer. Do you deſerve the n:me of Chriſtians who educate 
your Children I'ke Heathens? | would have you pur your 
prattice into yuur Creed, ard then fee how you like it: It 
would run thus, * I believe that my Children and Servants have 
« no Souls to ſave or loſe; or at leaſt, 1 tLelieve char they may be 
« ſaved without knowledg, or have knowledg without in- 
« traction : and theref.re. I think it more needtul to provide 
& then Food and Raiment, and teach them their Trade, than 
* to inſtruct them in the knowledg of their Creator, Redeemer, 
* and SanCtifier. \\ hy ſhould you abhor this in Opinion, and 
love it in Practice? 1 could perhaps ( were it needful ) offer 
ſomething that would look like an excuſe for Miniſters, and 
neither they nr >choolmaſters can force your Children againſt 
your wills: but | can think of no excuſe for you 3 and there» 
force { defire yon, as you love God, your own, or your Chil- 
drens Souls, ſpeedily to practice this Duty : Which, thatI may 
perſwade you to, | deſire you to confider, Deut. 6, 7. And 
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thou ſhalt teach them diligently to thy children, and ſhalt talk of 
them when thou ſitteſt in thy houſ”, and when thou-walkeſt by the 
way, and when thou licſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. Eph. 
6. 4: But bring them up in the the nurture and admonitzon of the 
Lord. | 

7. I defire you to do what you can to promote the practical 
knowledg of the eſſential Principles of Religion , by giving 
Bibles, Catechiiſms, and plain practical Books to thoſe that 
will read them, which m:y te more than you imagine; for I 
know by experience, that many will highly prize, and dili- 
gently read a good 2ovk when given them, that cannot.( or 
are ſomething backward io ) buy one : beſides they are not ſo 
well able to judge which are iuicable to their condition. Next 
to the Holy Bible and a gord Catechiſm, I conceive theſe Books 
to be fit for this purpoſe; 7/- //hole Duty of Man. The Prattice 
of Piety. Dr. Hammond's "11 ical Catechiſm. Mr. Gouges and 
Mr. Vincent's Catechiſm. Nir. Allen's Alarm to the Unconverted. 
Mr. Baxter's Call, and his F:n:i/z-Book, and his Catechi/ing of 
Families. You may ſoon read theſe or ſuch like Books over, 
and then chuſe for your ſelves. If any be offended that I name 
the Books of Epiſcopaliſts and Presbycerians together; I only 
ſay, that my preſent deſign knows no parties : I only preſs that 
wherein all ſides are agreed ; and having named ſome Books 
on both ſides, I leave you to your choice, tho I cannot well 
ſuppoſe my Reader ſo ignorant, as to think there is any differ- 
ence between the Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts in their Do- 
Arinal or Practical Writings, but only in the Diſcipline and Ce- 
remonies of the Church. 

I have only this to deſire at your hands, That you would 
pardon the faults of the Author, and aſſure your ſelves, That 
neither they, nor any other pretence whatever, will excuſe 
your neglect of the main deſign of this Paper. 


FINTS. 


= Arr of Painting in Oyl. Wherein is included each particular Cir 
cumfſtance relating to that Arr and Myſtery. Containing the beſt and 
moſt approved Rules for preparing, mixing, and working of Oyl-Colours, 
Oc. by; js. C.M. Sold by Sam. Crouch, at the Corner of Poper-head Alley 
in Cornhz 


